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TO THE 


READER. 


— is no Man certainly, who has 
any Sence of Religion , or Concern 
for Chriſtianity, but muſt feel his 
Soul ſenſibly touched with Sorrow, when he 
reflects upon the variety of Sets and Opi- 
nions, which are now in the World ; and 
calls to mind the Diſmal EffeSis which a Di- 
viſion in Religion has produced. Unity is 
the Band of Religion, the Spirit of Chriſtia- 
nity, and the diftinfiive Sign of that One 
Church which God, who 3s One in Trinity, 
has eſtabliſhed as a Society, in which true 
Faith, which alſo is but One , is Preached, 
true Virtue Practiſed, and in which Salvati- 
0n is onely tobe Expected. 

The Old Teſtament, as interpreted by the 
Fathers, ſpeaks of this Unity of the Church : 


My Dove, my Undefiled is One. There Cant. 6. 9. 
ſtall be one Paſtour of them all ; they Ezect-37 


ſhall walk in my Judgments and ſhall keep ** 
2 my 


To the REaprs. 


my Commandments, and do them. 
Our Bleſſed Saviour tells us in the New 


John 10.16. Law, That he has choſen one Fould, and 


John 17.17. 


V. 20. 


V.21T, 


AR. 4. 32. 


one Paſtour : And he prayed to his Father, 
not onely that his Diſciples might be One, 
as he and his Father were One; but alſo that 
they who ſhould believe in him, through 
their word, might be alſo One ; and uſes 
this Argument or Reaſon why he begs it of 
bis Father , that the world may believe 
that thou has ſent me. The Apoſtles alſo 
tell us, not onely that the multitude of Be- 
lievers, had one Heart and one Soul ; that 


* they were one Body , as many as participa- 


T Cor. 10. 
I 


23. 
x Cor. 1-10. 


Rom. 16. 
17. 


Y. 18. 


Eph. I.22, 


ted of one Bread ; one Body under one 
Head, Chriſt : But exhorted them all to 
ſpeak one thing ., that there might be no 
Schiſms amongſt them, but that they might 
be perfeR in one fence, and one judgment ; 
and commanded them to oblerve thoſe who 
make diviſions and offences , contrary to 
the DoQrine which they had been taught ; 
and to avoid them, as perſons who ſeek 
not Jeſus Chriſt , but their own Belly ; 
and: by good words and fair ſpeeches, de- 
ceive the hearts of the ſimple. 

rf 


To the Reaper. 
If we look alſo intothe Holy Fathers of the 


Primitive Church , we ſhall fee how conſen- 
taneous their Notions of a Church, and the 
Unity of it, are to theſe expreſs Texts ; ant 
the puniſhments they threaten to them , who 
cauſe Schiſms or Diviſions in a Church , Or 
continue them when begun. 

We ought rather to endure any tot- 
ments, ſays St. Denis of Alexandria, than 


conſent to the Diviſion of God's Church, c. 35. 


fince the Martyrdom to which we expoſe 
our ſelves, by hindring a diviſion of the 
Church, is no leſs glorious than that which 
is ſuffered for refufing to Sacrifice to Idols. 


Do they think (ſays Sr. Cyprian) Chriſt p,y,;. 
1s amongſt them , when they are aflem- Eccl. 


bled out of the Church of Chriſt? N 
though they were drawn to Torments. and ;;/. 
| Execution for the Confeſſion of the Name 
of Chriſt, yet this pollution 1s not waſhed 
away, no not with Bloud, this inexpiable 
and inexcuſable Crime of Schiſi, 15not pur- 
ged away even by Death it ſelf” Thit 
man cannot be a Martyr, that is notin the 
Church. 


oO 
? whole Treas- 


And with hin $t.Chryſoſtom tells us, We 1. . 


ſhall not merit a leſs-cruel puniſhment, it 
we 


To the Reaper. 


chryſeb. ad WE divide the Unity and Plenitude of the 
Eph. Hom. Church (the Myſtical Body of our Lord) 
T than they have done, who mangled and 
tore his own Body. 
Aug. de For this cauſe (ſays St. Auguſtine) our 
- —_— Chriſtian -Creed concludes with the Arti- 
©. * de touching the Church ; becauſe if an 
man be found ſeparated from her, he ſhall 
be excluded from the number of Children, 
neither ſhall he have God for his Father, 
who would not have the Church for his Mo- 
ther. It will nothing profit ſuch a one, 
that he hath been Orthodox in Belief, or 
done ſo many good Works , without this 
concluſion of -the Soveraign Good. 
Fiſt. 48. Andto the Donariſts be ſays,You are with 
Tremin PL. 11; in Baptiſin in the Creed, and in the other 
oY Sacraments of the Lord, but in the Spirit of 
Unity, in the Bonds of Peace, and finally in 
the Catholic Church, you are not with us. 
Serm.Super And in another-place : A man may have 
Geſtacum a[l things out-of the Catholic Church, be- 
— 2 ſides Salvation. He may have Faith, Ba- 
Bapr. c. 49. ptiſm, and the reſt of the Sacraments ; he 
po Me may have the Word of God; he may be- 
wn. Ecali- ieve and preach in the Name of the Father, 


bi pallim. Son , and Holy Ghoſt ; he may diſtribute 


his 


To the Reaper. 


his Subſtance to the Poor, and give his Life 
for the Name of Chriſt ; onely Salvation 
he can find no where but in the Catholic 
Church. 

Laſtly, the whole Body of Chriſtians ac- 
knowledge the Eſſential Marks of the Church, 
to be thoſe mentioned in the Nicene Creed ;; 
among ft which, Unity is the firſt. 

From all which it manifeſtly appears, that 
without this Unity, Salvation, which is the 
end we ought all to tend to,cannot be expeCted. 

And yet we ſee (and I cannot but with grief 
expreſs it ) that notwithſtanding all theſe Pro- 
phecies, Promiſes, Commands, Threatnings, 
Prohibitions,and Profeſſrons of our Faith,the 
Spirit of Diſcord, has been let looſe amongSt 
Chriſtians ; a-Diviſion has been made in the 
Church, by the Craft and Cunning of Satan; 
and our Breaches are become ſo wide, by the 
falſe Zeal of ſome, and Malice of others, that 
nothing but a Miracle can now cloſe theme. 

How then does it behowe all thoſe who 
bave any concern for the Salvation. of their 
Souls, to lay aſtde all Heats and Animoſities, 
and fiudy how to cbtain this Unity *® How 
does it behowe them to ſeek for that Aſſembly 


of Chriſtians, which has the moſt efficacious 
means 


To the Reaper. 


'means to maintain it, and by conſequence can 
alone challenge it © How does it behove them, 
having found that Body, to unite themſelves 
as Members to it ® and how earneſtly ought 
they 40 pray to God, to enlighten their Eyes to 
ſee that Church of his, which is One and 
Undefiled, which is One and Catholic, One 
and Apoſtolic, and fall cominue One to the 
end of the World, ſeeing he has promiſed, who 
cau fulfil it, That the Gates of Hell ſhall not 
prevail againſt it. IT 
That there is a Schiſm among ft Chriſtians, 
a breach of Unity, is but too apparent ; That 
Schiſm is a dangerous Sin, which unrepented 
of, will inevitably bring Damnation, is alſo 
manifeſt ; that every ſlight occaſion will not 
mſtifie a Separation from the whole Church , 
DD. Field, oy any part of it , \but only ſuch Errours as 
on - % are inconſiſtent with Salvation , is clear alſo 
Dottrines from the nature of Schiſme ; and that the Ca- 
- Novel- tholick, Church cannot give any juſt occaſion 
1CS. N 
Archbiſh. for a Separation by ſuch Damnable Errours, 
_ Con- 37 not only the aſſertion of the 10ſt moderate 
"oy I and Learned Proteftants , grounded upon her 
Set.21.n.5. other eſſential mark her Sanity, but alſo of 
S.Oype. the Antient Fathers, who tell us, That Fal- 


Epilt.55 ad ſhood cannot have acceſs to the Roman 
Cornel, + Church, 


— 


To the Reaper. 


Church, which is the Chair of St. Peter, and 7 m_ _ 4 / 
whence the Unity of Prieſthood has ſprung 3 © ; 

and that there cannot poſſibly be made any 
Reformation, of ſuch 1 mportance as the mil- 

chief of Schilm 1s pernicious. JVe cannot then 

but clearly ſee it is our Duty to ſeek out this 

Church, out of whoſe Communion we cannot be 

ſafe, end upor whoſe Authority we may rely. 

The firſt pretended Reformers acknowledge , c1,;,, pr 
that they ſeparated from the whole World ; and pilt.ad Me 
thoſe who liv/d near that beginning,durſt not de- pro mor 
ny it ; and if they had, it might have been eaſily Epiſt. 14r. 
proved againſt them: For to what Aſſembly of '* Z - 
Chriſtians did they joyn , that was then extant ;rowoſie, 
in the World ? Art. 2, 

Others of a later date tell us, they ſeparated 
only from a part of the Church, and not from the 
whole : But was not that part jn Communion 
with the whole? and was not their, Breach " 

Unity with that part (byconſequence.) a $ epa- 
ration fromthe whole pf which that mas a part ? 

A third ſort tells ns, they ſeparated only fron 
the Erroxrs mhich werg.crept. inta the. Church, 
but not from the Church herſelf ; and here they 
rur into an Ocean of Controverſte ; and in each 
particular Diſpute, care nothow they beſpatter 
the Immaculate _ of Chriſt, ſo they can but 


make 


- 


To the Reaper. 
make an apparent ſhew of juſtifying their pre- 
tended Reformation. But certainly all is not 
Errour that is pretended ; and Feſus Chriſt, who 
promiſed his Apoſtles, and their Succeſſors, that 
he would ſend them the Holy Ghoſt the Comfor- 
ter, who ſhould remain with them to the end of 
the World, and teach them all Truth, has per- 
formed bis Promiſe, and ſecured his Church from 
ſuch Errours as would juftifie the breach of 
Union, which has followed from this pretended 
Reformation. 

But what if the Church be calumniated, and 
the erroneous Do&trines which are laid to her 
charge , be none of her Tenets ® What if her 
Faith be Miſrepreſented, and ſhe ber ſelf injured 
( as certainly ſhe is ) what if all our Diviſions 
come only from a want of knowing upon what 
ſolid grounds ber Faith is built, and by what 
method ſhe is ſecured from Errour ? In this caſe, 
the onely way certainly to beal our Breaches, 
would be, 1. To repreſent her Doirines truly as 
they are in themſelves,without any mixture of the 
Opinions of private perſons; and, 2. To endea- 
wour to propoſe the Grounds upon which fhe 
builds her' Faith, and the Methods ſhe makes uſe 
of to ſeek for Truth. 


The 


ſeentiouſneſs of the Preſs and Pulpit. preſented 


”"_ « 


To the Reaper. 


The firſt has been done of late by ſeweral Vernon's 
hands ; and though all the Art and Indu$try = gy 
imaginable is uſed to hinder the good Effe&t in- Bihop of 
tended by it , yet are the Eyes of many Sincere Meaux Exe 


{ ſition. 
Perſons opened, and they are aſhamed of the Li- Pailt Re. 


and Milre- 


The latter, according to the beſt method and oreſented. 


manner 1 could, I have here undertaken. If the 
Grounds I have laid down, pleaſe not, I deſire 
thoſe who diſlike them, to eſtabliſh others more ſo- 
lid, before they go about to deſtroy theſe : But if, 
inſtead of that, they ſhould fly out into wild Ex- 
curſions, or undecent Railings, I will not follow 
them : For this Diſcourſe was not deſigned to 
revive our Controverſies, much leſs to exaſperate 
any; but only to lay down ſome clear Methods, 
by which the Simple, as well as the Tudicions, 
may come to the Knowledge of Truth, and the 
Band of Unity ; without which , there is no 
Salvation. 
To make the whole more clear and profitable, 
T have in one Margent given" the Scope of the 
whole Diſcourſe in ſhort, and in the other, have 
referred to ſome paſſages in Scripture, or places 
in Catholic Authors, where thoſe things which 
require further Elucidation, and are conteſted by 
our Adverſaries, are clearly proved,and to which 
every 


To the Reaper. 
every one may (in caſe of Diſ-ſatisfa&ion) have 


recourſe, at pleaſure. Wherefore I earneſtly de- 
fire , that no one would condemm what I aſſert 
in thoſe Queries, till be bas, with an impartial 
Eye, read thoſe places, and throughly weighed 
them. I beg alſo of every one ( into whoſe hands 
this may chance to come ) to read it with the 
Spirit of Chriſtianity ; that is, with Humility, 
Meekneſs, and Charity, and with a defire to ſeek 
after Truth, upon which the Salvation of his 
Soul depends. And if he thus, laying afide all 
Partiality, and calming his AfﬀeSion (byaſſed 
it may be by Education or Intereſt ) ſearch witb 
Sincerity, and accompany that ſearch with a ſor- 
row for his pai Offences, a new Life, and fer- 
went Prayer , he need not fear but the God of 
Truth will enlighten bis Mind to ſee it, and give 
bim Grace to captivate his Vnderſtanding in o- 
bedience to it ; which that he may efficaciouſly 
perform, is the hearty Prayer of the Author, who 
.as he has areal Zeal for the Salvation of Souls, 
and a Deſire to bring back thoſe who are wan- 
dred aftray, into the Fould of the Church ; ſo as 
a true Member of the ſame, be ſubmits this, and 
all bis other Writings, to her Unerring Cen- 
ſure, | ; 


Seek 


There 15 & 
God, 


who muſt be 
adored and 
krved: 


Seek and you ſhall Find : 
OR, A 
Search into the Grounds of 


RELIGTIO N. 


Eligion, according to the common notion of it, x, j;, .. 4; 
Xt * % - % hi d - : . : 2 
beirig a Vertuc by which a due Worlhip and 7wentione 
&. Rcverence is pay'd toGod, as the Author and Paulo ante fi- 
Conſlerver of our Bcings'; it neceffarily follows, chat all 7: 


Religion is tounded upon this one Truth , That rhere is 
a God. This belief of the Exiſtence of a Deity, is fo 
rooted in all mens minds, that not onely we who are 
Chriſtians conſent thereto ; but even thoſe few Monſters 
in Nature, who would willingly extingujih the notion 
of a Deity, find it ſo deeply printed in their minds, that 
their Conſciences, after all their vain endeavours, fly in 
their faces and check their folly, 

This then ſuppole as my firſt Ground, That there zs 
a God. 

The ſecond is no le(s deeply imprinted in the Minds of 
men : That this God is to be Adored, Served, and Wor- 
ſhipped (under the penalty of incurring his diſpleaſure) 
by every Intelle&ual Creature to whom he has given a 
Being, and in whole mind he has imprinted this know- 
ledge of Himſelf, 

And lecing God is a Spirit, . he muſt be worſhip- 
ped in Spirit , and being Truth it {z1f, he muſt be alſo 
worſhipped in 7:u:h :; And therefore I think it willin the 
chird place be granted me, That the Worſhip which 
God cxacts from Man, was not lett to every mans wild 

I 1Ancy 


Eb. 4 4- &c. 


[2] 


fancy to invent, or every individual mah left to frame a Not according 


Worſhipaccording to his own privatejudgment;but that ic *2 every mans 
was to be after one particular manner conformable to his wId fapcy ; 
Will ; for otherwiſe, mens judgments being. various, 

there would have been as many Religions in the world 

as men ; and every one of theſe Religions, though as op- 

ſite as thoſe Judgments , yet acceptable to Almighty 
God ; which diſtraction in Religion is ſo inconſiſtent 
with Truth, which is but one, and the unity of Worſhi 
correſponding to the unity of a God, that they who af 
firm this wild aſſertion , muſt needs ſtand ſelf-condem- 
ned ; that is, cannot but experience the checks of a ſe- 
duced Conſcience: or elſe muſt acknowledge themſelves 
to have notions different from all mankind , who till 
aſſociated - themſelves in ſome regular way of Worſhip 
common to many, and thought ſingularity in Religion 
to be a crime. 

Theſe Grounds being preſuppoled, as Truths conſen- bat after why 
tedto by all mankind , (exceptlome few, whoſe licen- manneric ſtal 
tious ways of living make them wiſh there were no o- 20 him to 
ther Religion but their Liberty, nor God to puniſh their © 
wicked lives, but a feigned one) it neceſfarily follows, 
that God,whois All-merciful and Wiſe,would publiſh to 
his Creaturesthe method and manner how he would be 
Adored. 

And God having thus once publiſhed his Will to Man, To which Re: 
Man entred under a double Obligation : firſt, of belie. _— _ 
ving all things ſo publiſhed by him ; and ſecondly, of TE 
practiſing according to that beliet. 

"Theſe things ſo publiſhed (which we call Revealed as to the 
Truths) are then the ſubject matter of our Faith, which j<& of his 
Faith being grounded upon Gods veracity,it follows like- ure. cinh ic 
wiſe,that this Faith can be but one: For God who is Truth "mays ahh 
it ſelf, cannot reveal Contradictories, this thing to day, our which it 
and its contrary to morrow ; or this thing in this place, !s oy. mymh 
andthe contradictory of it in another : So that it is e- 2 pale oor 
qually pernicious to renounce with obſtinacy any one 
point of revealed Truth, known to be {uch ; and to 
teach that to be a revealed "Truth, which is not — 

F 


UM 


ling 
ans 


[3] 


ſo; the one being culpable for refuſing to believe what 
God has taught ; and the other for teaching, under the 
notion of a revealed Truth , what was not ſo revea- 


led. 


it is neceſſary But as it was neceſſary the Goodneſs of God ſhould 


he ſhould in- reveal to Man what he ought to believe and practice iti 
ſurureaMeANs or to his Service ; {o was it likewiſe neceſlary he 
by which we (] : 1ſt; .. he klebs A 
may come to Jhould inſtitute a general means by which man might 
this know Come to the knowledge of what he had fo revealed ; 
ledge of what otherwiſe to lay an injunction upon Man to believeand 
which means Practice, under pain of damnation , and norto give him 
muſt be vii. a rule and means to know what he had revealed in or- 
ble and appa- der to his belief and practice, would be to place Man in 
rntto 2, an impoſſibility of Salvation. Burt ſeeing his Juſtice 
Phe ca. and his Mercy wouldnot permit him thus to command 
pacities of all, impoſlibilities , under the penalry of his dilpleafure ; ic 
ſure and cer- was alſo neceſlary that he who would have all men fa- 
antoall yed, and come to the knowledge of his Truth , ſhould 
in order to that deſign , make this general way and 
means of coming to the knowledge of what he had fo 


revealed, * viſible and apparent to all, T proportionable +7 = mow 
vo 2 3:8 Jy 


to the capacities of all; \| ſure and certain to all. To oo 

| Mat. 15. 12, 
Fobn 14, 15, 
C. 16. 13. 
Mat. 18. 18, 
GS ſeq. 


effe& which, there are onely two ways poſlible. 

dor a5 7 ry individual perſon. 
Or, Secondly, by a revelation to ſome particular per- 
ſons, whomuſt be authorized by him to publiſh to others 
what he revealed to them ; which perſons fo authorized, 


Firſt, Either onely by a particular Revelation to eve- / 


& 35.8 


muſt ſhew the Letters-Patents of their Authority ; I 9% 15+ 24. 


mean ſome Supernatural Signs,by which all perſons may 
be aſſured they were thus inſpired and taught by 
God. - 
cular in. _ That the firſt alone is not the general means which 
Thr to God makes uſe of, appears lufficiently from the diverſity 
erery indivi- of Opinions which arein the world, even in matters of 
dl perſon. Faith and Religion; God and Eternity ; Heaven and 
Hell: And yet a Reyelation pretended tor every Te- 


ner, 
B 2 I: 


John 14. 14- 


Mark 16. 15, 
16, 


Tbia, 


[4] 


It muſt therefore be the ſecond means which is gene- but a revelyi, 
rally made uſe of by God ; that is, He has revealed his 9" '9 fone 
on particular perſons, | his Prophets and Apoſtles * wa ——_ per- 
and has given them the gite of Miracles, as the Letters- anq 5 —— 
Patents of their Authority, obliging them to declare to accompanie# 
others whatthey learn'd from him ; and others to be. */"ithe gif 
lieve what, after ſuch confirmation, they declare. JI (cs 
But theſe perſons to whom he has thus revealed his are obliged 
Will, being obliged to publiſh unto others the Truths to propagatethis 
revealed, and the Practices ſo commanded ; they can 4th, either 
do it onely oneof theſe three ways. Firſt, by Diſcourſe Wrin  mng 
or Preaching alone. Secondly, by Writing alone ; or bort ; _ 


thirdly, by both Preaching and Writing, erſons are 0- 
And as an obligation lies upon them to divulge to all rugs be- 
- NEM : 


perſons, what God has revealed to them for the direi- ,,q ,m.q 
on of all; ſo are all perſons to whom they do divulge be ſet apart to 
them, obliged to givean aſſent to their Teſtimony thus hand down 
eonfirm'd by Miracles... And amongſt thole who are =_ Truths 
be; , oſterity 

thus taught by them to whom God firſt revealed his ynger 9if.. 
Will, either all and every perſon muſt be equally oblig'd rent ovlicaci- 
to declare to their Poſterity what they had been thus 915; amongſt 
taught ; or ſome particular perſons mult be ſet apart by _— = 
God to teach and inſtruct others, under a particular obs qors and Te. 
ligation ; which perſons are called Paſtors and Teachers : chers; 
or elſe God muſt be obligd in every Age and Place to 
renew thoſe his Revelations, and give the gift of Mi- 
rTacles to ſome perſons who may in that Age and Place 
inſtruc others.. 

That God does not make uſe of this laſt means of per- 
petual Miracles and repeated Revelations, is manifeſt to 
every one. And that all perſons ſhould be equally o- 
bliged to hand down all theſe Truths, and to teach o- 
thers, would be inconſiſtent with the different Employ- 
mentsand Capacities of men : It remains then, that an 
obligation is particularly laid upon Paſtors and Teachers 
to Teach theſe Truths, and upon others to believe them 
ſo teaching. 

But ſeeing mans nature is prone to wickedneſs , it pos wy 
will undoubtedly happen that ſome cither through Tg- pain; mf 

NOTANCC, be try'd 


UN 


[5] 


norance, Malice, or Ambition, may endeavour to impoſe 


_ falſities and uncertainties upon others inſtead of reveal- 
r per. ed Traths ; upon which account it is neceflary tac 
hers God Almighty ſhould appoint a clcar, caſic, and ſecure 
os) means, by which thole fallities may be diltingni!:ed 
Pile from revealed Truths ; which can be effected by no 
es; other means, but either by an intallible Writing, clear- 
"(ons ly explicating all thoſe Truths, | to which as to a Touch- 
wh ſtone, all choſe Paſtors and Teachers muſt be brought 
her to be tryed |: orclie by an Inlallible Judge or Courrt of 
ing, Judicature, to whole Sentence all perſons muſt be obli- 
Nor ged to ſtand. Fa Cn 

_ not by Scri- If ſucha Writing be pretended , it is manifeſt it nauſt 
C- pure alone, contain all the Truths lo revealed; and ifir mult be the 
loleJudge, it muſt contain them allo clearly, fo that the v4 
- moſt ignorant may eaſily comprehend the ience of it, 


| and lee their obligation ; otherwiſe the difficulty weuld 

F be {till left undecided. We mult be certain that cirher 

| we have the true Original, or an exact Copy , not one 

neceſſary word left out or added : If ic be a Tranſlati- 

ft on, we muſt be certain that the true ſence is fully and 
plainly expreſſed, according tothe intention of the Re- 
vealer : We muſt be certain that we have the whole 
Writing, and that Hiothing of it has been loſt, leaſt jome 
neceſlary Truth ſhould have been loſt with it : It any 
of theſe fail, the Writing is rendred incapable of being 
the ſole Determiner in Controverſies. 

which cannor That ſuch a Writing has been lett is pretended by 

of it ſelf de» Many; but ſeeing many allo deny, that all Truths re- 

cide Contro- vealed were purpoſely and clearly written in it ; and 

rhe, that it is apparent moſt of it was written upon emer- 
gent Occations, with Arguments againſt particular 
Sedts ariſing at that time, rather than with expreis Con- 
cluſions againſt all ſucceeding Errours. *>Sceing allopart * 77, a a$hins 
of it is acknowledged to be loft , and that which rc- a:browtedge 
mains has ſeveral Readings ; that no Originals arc now #is, aven-El- 

ra, Abarbinel, 

and Levi ben Gerſon: As alſo the Ancient'Fathers, Chryſoſt. Orig. Athanaſius, Auguſt, 
Eucherius. Learned Proteſtants aiſo, as Beza in Epiſt. Judz, v. x4. Whitrakerus Con- 
trOV. I. Que 3. C. 14+. And it appears from Scripture, Epiſt. Jude, v. 14 &c, Apud R.P. C. 
Frafſenium diſquifit, Blblic# Luter.Parif, 1592:l1b. 3c, 2+ p-449, 


extant 
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extant ; that we cannot be ſecure the Copies are with- 
out alterations, and that there are ſuch various interpre- 
tations of the ſence of it, and all of them pretended to 
be the true genuine ſence; it is manifeſt this bare Wri- 
ting, without ſome living Judge to interpret it, can never 
end Controverſics , nor ſecurely teſtific to.us what we 
muſt adhere to, in caſe of dithculties ariſing from the 
meaning of the words. 

Ac remains then neceſſary there ſhould be ſome fit- but by the 
preme Judge or Court of Judicature, amongſt them who voice of the 
have embraced that Religion ; tothe Sentence of which _ © her 
cyery one muſt be obliged to ſubmit, and conſequently of Judic pn 
it muſt be ſecur'd from Errour in it. © Which Court of a General 
Judicature is a General Aſſembly of the Paſtors and Council, 
Teachers, or of as many of them as can come together 
from all parts of the Catholick Church ; who being aſ- 
ſiſted by the Holy Ghoſt , are ſincerely to declare what 
they have been always taught to have been of Faith in 
that Preſent Controverſie. - 

Seeing therefore all theſe Paſtors and Teachers, in 
their ſeveral Countries , ought to be faithful Witneſſes 
and Promulgators of the Truths revealed, they are obli- 
ged to ſpeak. Truth under the eternal forfeiture of the 
tavour of God Almighty , and the eternal puniſhments 
due to ſohainousa Crime, as it would be to deny a Truth 
which they had been always taught to be a revealed 
Trath, or to impoſe upon the world as a revealed Truth, 
what they had not been taught was really fo. 

If then we ſeriouſly conſider how the hopes of Hap- which as z 
pineſs, and fears of eternal Damnation, are the two moſt faithful wit- 
powerful motives to thoſe who rightly weigh them to _ —_ 
make them ſpeak Truth, we cannot imagine (even ab- our by the 
ſtracting from the promiſed afliſtance of the Holy aſſiſtance of 
Ghoſt) that ſo many aſſembled from all parts of the Almighty 
world, ſhould all combine together, to damn their own 7 
Souls and the Souls of their Poſterity, by giving a wrong 
deciſion, known to them as ſuch. Much leſs can we 
imagine that God, who as I ſaid, expets we ſhould ſerve 
him in his own way, would permit Falſhood to have as 
many 


y 
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many prudetitial motives to theembracing of it, as Truth 
it ſelf has ; or that he would permit an Errour in Faith, 
to obtain a quiet poſſeflion in the Church. 
Theſe grounds being laid down, all they who are de- 
ſirous of eternal Salvation , which cannot be obtained 
* without a true Faith, are deſired ſeriouſly to conſider 
theſe following Queries, which are moſt of them in pure 
matters of fact. 


Pa 
—— 


QUERIES in order to a ſatisfaGtion in 
Religion, pon account of the variety of 
Opinions in this preſent Age. 


Got having ** Hether God the firſt Mover, who remains un- 
created Man moved, atcer having created Manin a perfe& Ger. : 
ſn a perfe& ſtate, both as to Naturals and Supernaturals, did not com- 
ſtate, Man fell mand him, as a tryal of his Obedience, not to car of the 
—_ forbidden Fruit, and this under the penalty of Sin and 
fn and dam- Dcath, to be entailed for ever upon him and his Poſteri 
nation 3 from ty 2 
whence he 2, Whether after the tranſgreflion of this Command, | 
ly is _ Adam or his Poſterity could poflibly || raile themſelves || PC: 4. 8. 
force, but by from the ſtate of Sin and eternal Death, by their own - —_— _— 
the Mercy of natural power ? or whether being finite, and by conſe- /* 7 5474 
4 prof quence not able to make an infinite Satisfaction for an 
kemer , Infinite Crime, againft an infinite God, it was nor abſo- 
lutely neceſſary his Mercy ſhould intervene ? 
3- Whether this unbounded Mercy did not move him 
to lend his f Son to take our Natures on him, and pay + Fon 3. 15, 
our Ranſom; and, by ſuffering an ignominious P-ath 16, 17, 18. 
upon the Crols , - and ſhedding there his moſt precious 
Bloud, remove the || Maledi&ion which lay upon Man || G1. 3. 13: 
kind, and waſh away his guilt ? 
which Merits 4- Whether tf Man can poflibly be ſaved wichout the + 2 Cor. 6. x. 
ak ap- application of the{chis Merits, Bloud, and Paſſion? and 49s 13: 46. 
Rs, by whether £/4 #5: 2+ 


b. 10. 


Gin. 17. 10, 


|| Math. 28. 9. 
Mark 16, 15, 


* Mark 15.15. 
Hb. Fl, 6, 


This follows 
from God's 
infinite Good- 
nels ard Ju- 
ſtice, 


} John 14. 16. 
25, 


'Marb 28. 14 
Tobi 8. 28. 
Aff. 1. 1, 
Foh.14+-26-(aþ. 
I6, 13, 
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whether the Laws and Rules which he has eſtabliſhed an obedience 
for the application of them , muſt not be punctually ob- » mu Rulcs & 
ſerved under the penalty of loling the benefit of that Re- thed by ki.” 
demption ? among} -? 

5. Whether, over and above a due obſervanceof rhe which,a Faith 
Law of Nature, or Moral Law, God did not alto require . JC ft, 
ſome poſitive oblervances from us, as the means to apply belive as 
theſe Merits of his Son ; ſuch as were Oblations, + Cir- the Truths he 
cumciſion, &c, in the Old Law, \| and Baptiſm and the o- *9ughr, when 
ther Sacraments in-the-New, and in both a Faith in Jeſus acne x & 
Chriſt. [i ablo!urely * 

6. Whether God has not declared this Faith in Jeſus-neceſfary. 


Chriſt to be fo abſolutely neceflary , that they who do —_— 
| , | un? he 


not believe in him , * ſhat-not be ſaved? and whether be- obliged him- 
lieving in him, and acknowledging him «to be-God, we (elf to e- 


are not alſo obliged to believe all the Truths which he tabliſh a (ve. 
taught, | when lufficiently declared to us to have been fictentmeans 
. ro come to the 


taught by him'| and this under the penalty of forteiting 1,,\1eape of 
our part in him, as Infidels, and perſons who coma thoſe Truths, 
his veracity in queſtion, renounce allo his Divinity, and which means 
by conſequence deſerve Damnation * , Is 2 particular 


7. Whether therefore God did not obliged himſelf to DL. _ 


' give us a ſufficient means to come to the knowledge of and a teach- 


thoſe Truths which he taught, and Precepts which he en- ing jor the -— 
eS Int 


joyncd? And whether this means wasnot a declaration RP 
of his Will to ſome particular perſons, who were to be ghich ape. 
the External Propolers of thoſe Truths to others ; giving ftles, being 
them ſome Anthentick marks, by which they might be taught by 
known to be truly ſent by him , and to teach nothing _— mo 
but what he taught ; that is, whether God did not in Ghoſt and ha 


the Old Law,teach us by his Patriarchs and Prophets, and ving the gift of 
in the New by his Son Chriſt Jeſus, who taught his Apo- CO_— we- 

{tles by word of mouth whilſt he converſed with them, _ Eh. 
and atter his Alcention, ſent them the || Holy Ghoſt to thentick retti- 
teach them all Truth , and ro remain with them and moniesefthcir 


their Succeſlors to rhe end of the world. miſſion, were 
obliged ro 


8. Whethertheretore Jeſus Chriit having taught thoſe preach, and al 
Truths to his Apoſtles and Diſciples whilſt he lived with perfons were 
them; and after his ſufferings ſent the Holy: Ghoſt to obliged to be- 

inſtruct lieve them, 
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inſtru& them, and to teach themall Truths ; and given 
them the power of Miracles, as the teſtimony of their Mart 15. 17; 
Miſſion, and of the truth of what they affirmed , they 18. 
were not obliged to take ſome efficacious means to deli- 
ver thoſe Truths to others, and teach thoſe Practices? 
and whether all perſons who heard them preach, and 
ſaw their Miracles , were not obliged to believe their Mark 16. 16, 
Dorines, and obey thoſe Precepts, under pain of Dam- 
nation ? | 
9. Whether in order to the propagation of this Faith, A&. 1-8. 8. 4, 
Batthe Apo- the Apoſtles did not (after they had received the Holy 4+ 5: 5: 
-— — Ghoſt) ſeparate themſelves, that they might preach the 
Truths in all] Goſpel over the whole World? And whether they did 
Nations, with- not preach the ſelf-fame Truths in all places without any 
ourany alte> alteration, and oblige thoſe that were converted by them 
Tracks to put them in practice ? 
were received 10. Whether the Goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt wasnot ſpread St. Matthery 
ad believed almoſt over the face of the whole world, before the A- 7 the fir{t,8 
moſt in all 1 o{t1es began ro write, or at leaſt before all the Scriptures 71m.” = 
ſore they be. WEre Written ? And whether it were not near 300 7eſus Chriſt's 
gun to write, Years before the Scriptures we now have, wereall of them Aſcention, 
otheir wri- acknowledged to be of their writings , or were colle&- 
—_ edinto one body, as Books of Divine Revelation 2? Wothi 
one body. 11. Whether the Apoſtles cook at firſt an effica- (mic... 
Sotharwriting Ccious means to propagyns Chriſt's Do&trine, or no ? And writing from 
ne of whether it was abſolutely neceſſary that it ſhould be nog 
* committed to writing, or onely highly convenient 2 279 707 
xd . 12. Whether(and where) dothe Apoſtles make men- yoo _ 
nor tion, that they have committed to writing all and every Tradition. 
ad the Apo- the truths revealed to them, as either neceſſary or high- The Apoſiles 


wry. 7 © ly convenient for the Salvation of Mankind, for the Ni OO 
the Truths to Government of the Church , for the Contounding of 14 þitoricat 


Man- 


Att, 15.20» 


Mat.28.19. 3z 
16. 


2 Theſ}. 2. 14+ 
2 Tim. 1. 13, 
Ih. 2. 2+ 


2 Pet. 3-16, 
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Mankind, and the Government even of the Proteſtanc 
Church, which are not _ mentioned in Scri- 

ture ; as the Baptiſm of Infants, the receiving of the 
bleſſed Sacrament faſting , keeping the firſt day of the 
Week inſtead of the laſt, the particular methods of 
governing the Church , adminiſtring the Sacraments , 
that the Scriptures are the Word of God, &c. And allo 
whether there be not many things mentioned in the 
New Teſtament as practisd, yea ſome commanded, by 
the Apoſtles, which are now aboliſhed ; as the abſtain- 
ing from the eating of Bloud, or things ſtrangled, and 
the dipping or plunging and not onely ſprinkling of 
perſons Baptized, &c. And whether thole things which 
are matters of practice, were not ſufficiently promulga- 
ted And taught by uſe, though they were not writ- 
ten * 

13. Whether thoſe Writings were not apt to be ww; wi 
wrelted into a contrary ſence by the unlearned and the tings being 
unſtable, to their own damnation ? . apt to he wree 

14. What ſecurity any particular perſons, who under- — ; 
take to interpret Scripture, have, that they are not of ,, —__ 
the number of thoſe who thus wreſt the Scriptures ? that perſons, inter- 
is, what ſecurity can they give that the ſence which —_ them 
they put upon thoſe holy Writings, is the very ſame ; Sw ou 
which was intended by the Holy Ghoſt who di&ated 7n ke feeute 
them ? And whether there ought not to be ſomething of the Truth 
more than meer conjecture or preſumption grounded of their Inter- 
upon fallible foundations , ſuch as are skill in Lan- Per9ioms: 
guages, comparing places, &c. 

15. Whether any ſecurity can be given, by any Pro- Ner asprivate 
teſtant principle, that no corruptions are crept into the perſons now 
very Book it ſelf, cither by the negligence of 'Tran- = aſſured- 
{cribers, or unskiltulneſs of Tranſlators, or foiſted in by " Ar wean por 
Hereticks ? Whether any ſecurity can be given, by any what corrupe 
Proteſtant Principle , that the Canon uſed by Prote- cd. 

{tants is the right Canon; or that the Canon has not 
been turn'd into Apocrypha, and the Apocrypha. into 
the Canon ? And if no ſecurity can be given. of any 
ef theſe but by the conſtant Tradition and Teſtimony 


of. 
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of the Church,why ſhould not that Tradition and Teſt:- 
mony be admitted likewile for the interpretation of it, 
when different ſencesareput upon it? and why ſhould we 
not rather ſtand tothat ſence which the Paſtors and Tea- 
chers in all Ages, and in allplaces have given of it, con- 
firmed alſo by the perpetualpractice of the Church, than 
tonew ſences put uponthe Words, which the Ancient Fa- 
thers never dreamedof,and therefore could*not oppole 2 
Pur theſe Seeing then the Apoſtles did not onely deliver ſome 
Truths thus of thoſe Truths, which were revealed to them, in wri- 
—_— ting, but alſo others by word of mouth, and.explicated , Theſ, 2. 1 
web axple in their Diſcourſes what was difficult to be underſtood 2 py, 3,15. 
wed by the IN their Writings , and eſtabliſhed the practices which _ 
Frachings ' depended uponthoſe Truths, and propagated themdown — 
ad Pradtices tg us, it will be convenient to enquire 
= Apo | 16. Whether the perſons who heard the Apoſtles, , 7;y. th 
Thoſe, who Jaw their Writings, and were inſtructed by them in 
wereappoin- the exerciſes ofthe Chriſtian Religion , upon. which de- 
= ucceed pended their Salvation, were not oblig'd (eſpecially if 
| 1. appointed to inſtruct others) under pain of Damnation 


obliged under . : -_—— 
of dam- © deliver thole very Truths, and teach thoſe ſame 
won rodeli- neceſſary exerciles to their Poſterity, without any addi- 


boheobac tions of their own, unle(s it were of thoſe Truths which 
= followed by natural conſequence from the others ?] And 


without ad- : . 
Fo =o"y whether the following Ages which did not ſee thoſe 


rations; Miracles wrought by the Apoſtles, nor heard them 
adthelr Po- preach , were not obliged to believe the immediately 
ty was ? - : ; 

ilped to be. Preceding Ages, in thoſe things which they delivered 
lere them, to them as coming from the Apoſtles ? 
ad not obj... 17+ Whether an obſtinate Contradiftion of any one 
ately to con- Truth thus delivered, either in the Writings or Preach- Feniet 2. 16: 
=P any ings of the Apoſtles, would not be injurious to the Di. —_ 
_—_— vine Authority that dictated it; a calling in queſtion of 
them, God's Veracity, or the Authority given to the Apoſtles ; 

and conſequently a fin which unrepented of, would in- 

fallibly bring damnation 2? 

Bur ſeeing one of the Truths delivered by the Apo- 
{tles is, that there will be Herefies, Schilms, and Divi- wo — 


ſions amongſt Chriſtians, who are notwithſtanding o- 
C 2 bliged 


 UMI 


Tit. 3. 10s 


Fee the Guide 


#n Controver- 
fees, who bas 
fully proved 
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bliged to note ſuch as are the occaſions of them , and But incaſe or; 
to avoid converſing with them ;. it neceſſarily follows, 4ifſent (as ye. 
that there muſt be ſome means inſtituted by which we 1s villbe) 
may clearly, without difficulty, and ſecurely know what 
is Heretical, and which Aſſemblies are Schiſmatical, to 
the end we may avoid them. And ſeeing that all Here- 
ticks and Schilmaticks that ever yet appeared in the 
Church, pretended Reaſonand Scripture for their Errour 
or Separation , it will be requiſite we enquire by what 
methods the Primitive Chriſtiansdiſtinguiſhed Heretical 
Doctrines from Orthodox Truths, and Schiſmatical A(- 
{emblies from the united Body of the Church. And 

18. Whether when difficulties did ariſe, either about Scripture a. 
matters of Faith or Diſcipline , it was not the Paſtors lone was nor 
of the Church in that Age, | who deſcended by an un- *2 t the 
interrupted Succeſſion from the Apoſtles in Faith and _— 
Communion | that did decide it, and by what method ? thoſe Contro- 


this point and And whether when Hereticks pleaded Reaſon and Scri- verſies: 


all the follow- 
Inge 


ture for their Errours, and would admit of no other 
| in their Controverſies but the Scriptures, which 
they interpreted after their own ſence, making it ſpeak 
their ſentiments by ſubtility and art, ready toraile new 
doubts upon every refutation (which they might do to 
the worlds end , as ap by the Arian Herelie) whe- 
ther , I ſay, in this cale the Primitive Chriſtians , and 
the Church at that time fought with them onely at their 
own weapons, dropping Texts with them, and glory- 
ing in a more clear explication? Or rather, whether, . .... 
they did not fly to a conſtant Tradition which' had de- T;,adition 
livered that Doctrine, and the explication of thoſe palſ- was added z 
ſages down from the Apoltlesto that time ? And incaſe the beſt com- 
thoſe obſtinate Spirits would not admit there was ſuch a MD. 
Tradition, whether it was not the common cuſtom of the gors and 
Church to aſſemble the Paſtors and Teachers either of Teachers of 
that Country, or if that would not ſuffice, of the Uni- 't* —_ 
verſal Church, or as many of them as could be gathe- Fudges wha 
red together, and to enquireof them what they did be- was Liniverſal 
bevein their reſpective Dioceſſes, or Countries, as an Tradition, 
Article of Faith, or as a Doctrine delivered down to 4nd what note 
them, 


e ofa 
He. 
be) 


r 
al 


Leg) 


them, as taught by the Prophets or Apoſtles for a re- 
vealed Truth , and to pronounce” Sentence according 
to their conſtant agreement 7 
vor in caſe of But if amongſt thoſe Paſtors their ſhould happen to 
2 difagree- be a diviſion, as there was in thetime of Ariz. 
ment amongſt 19, Whether Prudence (abſtracting from the promiſe 
thoſe __ of God, That the Gates of Hell ſhould not prevail againſt his 
m9 Church ) would not dictate it to be far more fecure to 
of Inferiours, follow the much +major and ſuperiour part of the Ca. 
tholick Church ; than obſtinately to follow the ſenti- 
ments of ſome Diffenters grounding themſelves onely 
upon fallible appearances? I ſay , abltratting from 
Chriſts promiſe that he would not ſuffer the Gates of 
Hell (that is, Hereſfie) to prevail againſt his Church : 
For though ic be cofittrary to ſence and reaſon, to ima- 
gine that ſuch a powertul concurrence . of hopes and 
tears could poflibly _—_ at once in all Nations, as to 
but the voice compel the major and ſuperiour part of the Paſtors and 
of the Catho- Teachers in Gods Church ; not onely, as I ſay, in one 
kk Cywck, Country, bur inall parts of the world | either ailembled 
GeneraCoun. LOgether or Giflled] to declare that to be a Truth re- 
cil of ſuch Pa- vealed by God, and delivered to them by their Prede- 
ſtors and Tea- ceſfors as ſuch, whenin reality it was nor fo, and they 
_ mo alſo could not but know it ; or to affirm that to have 
and ſuperiour ÞCCn the perpetually-receiyed lence of Scripture , hanr 
part, as faith- ded down to them by an uninterrupted Tradition , 
ful Witneſſes which they onely took up of themſelves, and concluded 
of the Truth .c c þ Y ; 1 2 
which muſs Of from their own force of Judgment, or skill in Lan- 
decide the gUuages, Oc. | eſpecially when they could not but know 
Controverſie. that to impoſe ſo upon others,would be a damnable crime 
in them, and be the occaſion of the loſs of fo many Souls 
as ſhould be ſeduced by that their falſe declaration: | Yet 


Mat. 15. 183 


Which if we conſider the Promiſe of Jeſus Chriſt , we muſt _ 


Church is ſe- either paſs ſuch a ſentence , or give him the Lye, 
= from and tell him that the Gates of Hell have ( notwithſtan- 
ou ing that his Promiſe) prevailed againſt his Church, 
thoſe decifi - . . 
ons; by the and thatErrour has more prudential motives. to induce 
Promiſes of. us to believe it , than the Truth. which he revealed ; 
ki Chriſt. hich would be downright Blaiphemy. _—_—__ 
20, Whe> 


(14 ] 


20. Whether the Univerſal Church did not in all ; 
Ages praQtice this way of deciding Controverſies by Pa- _— de. 
ſtors and Teachers? And whether in matters of Faith.the nera} - hag 
Ne:4Jity oo deciſions of fuch Aſſemblies or General Councils when cils, all per. 
Charch-Guides they could be had, were not always eſteemed obliging in {ons in all 
<h.3>45 theChurch? And whether thoſe particular Pertons or on Pyaar 

Churches, who did obſtinately gain-lay thoſe Deciſions =s <> s 
pronounced by the major and ſuperiour part of the pain of being 
Church repreſentative, and accepted of alſo by the much © oft from 
Guide in Con- major part of the Church diffuſive, were not always and ——_— 
troverſit, DIC. are notnow at preſent judged by all Chriſtians, to have Church, 
dn juſtly incurrdtchole Anathema's pronounc'd againſt them? 
21. Whether the conſtant prafticeof the Church in all as the con- 
Ages ever ſince the Apoſtles, does ngt ſhew there isas uni- ſtant prattice 
verlal a Tradition fortheſe neceſſary methodsof deciding 97% mo 
Controverſies in order to the Peace and Union of the aj 1.44 yp 
Church, .as there is for any points of Doctrine or Di- ges manifeſt, 
{cipline whatever univerſally received ; yea, as there isfor 
ſome of the Scriptures themſelves? And whether when 
Hereſies did ſpring up in any Age, they were not con- 
demnedeitherby theBiſhops of Rome in thoſe times of per- 
ſecution, when General Councils could not be called 
(whoſe method was to ſend Circular Lettersto the Paſtors 
of other Countries, and to pronounce Sentence according 
toreceived Tradition: ) Or ſecondly (after thoſe perſecu- 
tions were ceaſed)by the conſeat and ſentence of the ma- 
jor part of thoſePaſtors and Teachers aſſembled in a Ge- 
neral Council,call'd and confirmed by the Biſhop of Rome, 
as Supreme Paſtor and Viſible Head ofthe Church ? 
22. Whether the Church in examining the Novelties The ſame me- 
of Proteſtants , did not proceed after the ſelf-ſame me- thods have 
Conſiderations thod ? : and. after-a particular examination , and con- m— 
Tr conn: demnation of their Tenetsin' National Synods, 'afſemble examining Ia 
the Author of alſo as General a Council. as 'that Age ( all circumſtan- ter Novelties. 
the Guide. © ces conſidered) could afford ? . And whether thoſe Do- 
&rines and Practices oppugned by-the Proteſtants in this ang a Gene. 
laſt Age, were not declared by the unanimous conſent ral Council 
of chols Paſtors and Teachers aflembled in the Council call'd at Trent, 
of Trent, to be Dodtrines practically: delivered down to 


them 


15] 


them by their Predeceſlors , as revealed by God torhe 
Prophets and Apoſtles ? 
jn which not - 
onely the Bi- aſſembled in the Council of Trent (eſpecially at the cloſe 


chere 
ns ied de- 


rd Cardinals, three Patriarchs, twenty tive Arctbithops, 


thirty nine Procurators for thoſs who were abſent, and 
the Proteſtant ſeven Generalsof Orders; in all ewo hundred fifty and 
Dodtrines tO fo who ſubſcribed it) I fay, whether not onely all theſe 
be Novelties 3 -- 4 ' 
wall the o- aflembled from ſeveral Nations , did not unanimouſly 
ther Biſhops declare and define the Doeti ine of Roman Catholicks as 
of the WC- q Orthodox, and condemn the Proteſtant as Novelties : 
fern Church, 31. Ho whether all the Paſtors and Teachers at that 
—_— + 

time in the whole Weſtern Church ( except thole few 

Doftrines who were condemned by this Council, viz. twenty fix 
—_— Engliſh Biſhops at moſt, none under that Dignity being 
—_— permitted to fit as Judges in a General Council) did nor 
{ned ro it, ACCept of the Condemnation, and ſecond it in their Na- 

tional Synods, and Dioceſan Aflemblies. And more- 

over 


xknowledg- = 24- Whether thoſe very Dodtrines held by the Church 
=> of Rome, and now oppugned by Proteſtants, were not 


P” | moſt of them ſome Ages before Luther, declared and de- 
>» Sh fined by the moſt General Councils thole Ages would 


vhave been permit 3 (General Councils, I ſay, accepted of as ſuch 
= w them by the generality of Chriſtians) ro be Articles of Faith, 
firmer Ge. 2d conſequently Dodtrines revealed , and the contrary 


tral Coun Tenetsto be heretical ; none that we know of Diſlen- 


as, and ac- ting, but onely thoſe few who were condemned in thoſe. 
Councils for Hereticks, and whoſe Hereſies expired al-. 


cepted of b 

the amerality 
of Chriſtians, 
and uniderſ(al- 


moſt with themſelves. Alſo 
25. Whether if at preſent ( and much more might be 


ypraftiſed, as ſaid at the beginning of the pretended Reformation), 


= the Controverſie were to be brought to be decided by 
the ſuperiour and major part of the Paſtors and Tea- 

the mach hers of the Chriſtian world, and every Diviſion were 
zjor part of to ſtand upon its own grounds, the Church of Eng/and 
Griſtians at tq her thirty nine Articles ; the. Calvinits ro Calvins 
tus da : ' 

Y Taltt- 


23. Whether not onely all the Paſtors and Teachers 
of it, there being preſent at that time four Legates, two. 


one hundred and fixty eight Biſhops , ſeven Abbots, 


Tabule Chrons 
Gualter. 


. Heretical) whether, I 


See this fully 
proved by the 
Guide in Con- 

troveyſie, Diſe, and Proteſtants, as they have often declared both to the 6s, 


3 C. 8. Diſc. [.atherans in Germany, and in ſeveral of their Synods ? Bur 


$. C. 1H, And 
by M. Arnold 
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Inſtitutes 3 the Lutherans to Luther 5 and the Oriental 
Churches each one to their ſeveral Tenets ( many of 
which Churches are acknowledged by Proteſtants to be 

ſay, if this were now to be put to 
votes ({uppoſing each Pividon would ſtick to the Prin- 
ciples they now hold) thole in Communion with the 
Church of Rome would not, not onely far exceed in 
numberand Authority any one of theſe Diviſions (which 
would be {ufficient) but even all of them put together ; 
eſpecially ſeeing the Oriental Churches agree with us in 


in the Weſt, 


and in the 


moſt, if not all, the points in Controverſie betwixt us Eattern Chur. 


it this be not yet ſufficient, I would gladly have thoſe 


in his Perpe- - Who are deſirous of their Salvation , to examine-them- 


ruite de la 
Foy, &c. 

See the Biſhop 
of Condon!'s 
Expoſition ; 


ſelves 

26. Whether that averſion which they have hitherto 
had againſt Roman Catholicks', was not occaſioned by 
their having them repreſented as Idolaters, Worſhippers 


when right- 
y Reprelen- 
red ) 


and the Papiſt of Stocks and Stones, Bloud-ſuckers, King:-killers, perſons 
Repreſented who think they can have licenſe to ſin, to lye, to far- 
Gn” '7* {wear, to murther, or to do any Crimes fo thatthey do 
butintend them for the propagation of their Faith, &c. 
And if their averſion riſe from thoſe or the like Idea's, 
I conjure them as they will anſwer it at the laſt day, to 
. enquire impartially into their Dodtrines, .and ſee if they 
do not find that many Dodtrines are imputed to Roman 
Catholicks which they do not hold ; and that choſe 
which they do hold are miſerably calumniated and miſ- 
repreſented ? And when once they have got a clear and 
true Idea of the Roman Catholick*Tenets , 'I beg of 
them to enquire 
27. Whether it be not manifeſt even by the conſent and by the 
of the moſt learned and ingenious Proteſtants, tharthoſe conſent of 
in bis Prog. Tenets held by the Roman Church, and oppugned by os __ _ 
iiant Apology, them, were' not very anciently taught and practiſed in ancjently in 
che Church, both by the Deciſions of Councils, the the Church, 
Writings of Doctors and Schoolmen , the Preachings of 
Paſtors, and the practice of all fortsof People : And =_ 
mo 


tns proved 
64 "Be by 
ohn Brerely, 


H 
if 
+ 
£ 


IJ 
a 
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moſt of the the principal of them were taught ahd pra- 

Riled from the Ages immediately following the third 

efen in the and fourth, till theſe very times , as Learned Proteſtants 
&h fm p themſelves acknowledge, who endeavour to prove the 
' Church to have maincained her Purity onely the firſt 

three or four hundred years, and after that to have fal- 
len into damnable Errours,' though Catholicks ſhew that 
whereas --B many of thoſe which they call Errours, were practiſed 
nets,as oppug- 1N.the very Apoſtlestime ? | And alſo to enquire whether 


[4 . M . = o . 
thoſe who  mMitted not to thoſe Councils, till Luther's time, — 


_ 6 for they alſo eſteem heretical ; and whole ſucceſlion as well 
holding —as deſcent, has been manifeſtly interrupted. 


known Er- Tf therefore thele Dodrines, when rightly repreſen- 

=. yo yung ted, are found to have been publickly caught in the gs wha 
aerrupted Church by the Ancient Fathers, St. Amvroſe, St. Ferome, Novelties, jn 
ſucceſſion, St. Auguſt me, St. Gregory, St. Chryſoſtome, &c. by leveral A/** to Dy, 
And therefore former obliging Councils, | ſome ofthem always elteemed g,,,"" 


the Catholick General (till of late) by all Scholaſticks and other Di- Guide in Con- 


ht rather | : ay; or 
o —_ known to contradict them, but ſuch as are acknowledg'd 


@4 Dofrines 


Apofiles, than 28. Whether we ought not rather to believe, that 77; ; cteay js 

xcuſed of Er. hoſe Dodtrines ſotaught, practiſed, and continued, were it ſilf, 

rour, and Je- revealed Truths , and the contrary Tenets, Errours ; 

ſus Chriſt of than to accuſe not onely our Mother-Church of thoſe 

C.. horrid Crimes which muſt neceſſarily unchurch her, 

promiſe; and all Chriſtians for ſo _ Ages, of lo great a =_ 
iy 


[18] 


dity and cowardiſe (though many millions of them laid 
down their lives for the defence of the Goſpel) that not 
one of them in any Country durſt oppoſe thoſe growing 
Errours in Faith, but onely ſuch as were tainted with 
| damnable Dodtrines;but alſo Chriſt himſelf of not perfor. 
Mzt. 5. 14; ming his promiſe,That his Truth ſhould be like 4 light pla- 
15. 14.16.18. ,,4 upon a Candleſtick, like a City ſeated upon a Mountain; 
That the Gates of Hell ſhould not prevail againſt his Church, 
&c. And whether it be not more reaſonable to believe, 
that thoſe few perſons in this latter Age, who oppoſe 
theſe Do&trines and Practices (moved moſt of them by 
Paſlion, Liberty, and Intereſt) are fallen into Errours, ,, he 
than thus to condemn Jeſus Chriſt of not performing his fans for»... 
Promile ; all Chriſtians (eminent for Learning and San- bove a thou. 
Rity) for many Ages of an hypocritical compliance z fand years, of 
the whole Church of being over-run with Errours, and _——_—_ 
over-ſpread with more than egyptian darkneſs ; and painſt their 
the very Paſtors and Teachers who were appointed by Conſciences 
the Holy Ghoſt to be our Guides, leſt we ſhould be led _ o_ 
away with every wind of Doftrine , of being blind 224hanthe 
Guides, wholed the people hoodwinkd intothe precipices ſelves of lea- 
of Errour and Deftruction, and fell alſo with them into ding others 
it by an univerſal, yet ;nviſible and inſenſible, change of _ 
Doctrine ; though all of them profeſſed to make no inno- ;n, + "1 
vations, but to adhere to what they had been always on : 
taught; and declared at the ſame time,that any change of - 
Dactrine would be damnable ? 
Bur ſince many perſonspretend,that becauſe there can 
be no preſcription for Errour, and it being clear thatthe 
Church has Erred, they are therefore obliged, whenever 
they certainly perceive thoſe Erroursto forſake them, as ' 
they have done choſe of the RomanCatholic Church.l ask And chis only 
clear in it ſuf. 29 Whether every pretence of Errour be a ſufficient mo- upon preter- 
There cannot ve to difturÞ the ſetled peace of the Church? Or, whe- 49 
poſſibly be mede ther there muſt not be required ſomething more than rainty or de- 
any Reforma- meer preſumptive proofs of its beingan Error;[ I mean cer- monſiration; 
Wc _—_ tainty and clear demonſtration or Revelationit ſelf, before 


the miſchief of Schiſms is pernicio:4s, &c, Iren. I, 4 c, 62, Apud Rom, Cath; Doft. zo 
Nowdtits, Ch. 19. | ; 
Chriſt 


Thus alſo is 


[19] 
the ſeamleſs Garment of Chriſt ſhould be rent? For if a 
retence of Error will ſerve,we ſhall have nothing but new 
eformations to the worldsend ; The Presbyterian refor- 
ming the Proteſtant of the Church of England;the Indepen- 
dant the Presbyterian ; the Quaker the Independant, &c. 
and all upon the ſame grounds thatthe Proteſtant reform- 
edthe Roman Catholicks,v:z. pretended Errorsnot clear- 
ly proved that is demonſtrated to be ſuch 2 For, I ask 
; 30.” Whether Luther and Calvin, the preſent Church of 
| mba Gag England,or any other Proteſtants,did or do pretend ſuch a 
pretend to; Clear proof or demonſtration for thoſe Tenets they hold 
a acknow- Contrary to the Faith of the Roman Catholick Church, 
a 1 that no underſtanding, to which it is ſufficiently propeothd, 
-—y the, 2nd which comprehends the terms, can refuſe toaſſent to 
it ? Or whether they do not ratherſay, that being fallible 
they may err, even in what they think a clear proof or 
demonſtration? And ifthey may err,what ſecurity have 
wethat they have not erred,even in their Reformation 2 
31. Whether thereforeto deny thele Dodtrines, thus de- 
clared by the major ſuperiour part of the preſent viſible 
Church, to be Dodtrines delivered by the foregoing 
Church in all Ages,as Truths revealed tothe Prophets & 
Apoſtles,upon no better grounds than thele : We think they 
are not true,but are not certain of # be not to put ones ſelf in- 
to an imminent danger of Errour? And whether a Schilm W: ba!! x44 
in the Church upon no better grounds than theſe, be not wit andineur 
a moſt horrid crime ? COD 
divide the Unity and Plenitude of the Church (the myſtical Body of our Rs. than To 
have done which pierced, mangled, and tort his own Body. Chryſoſt. ad Eph. Hom. 1 1, 
.Cypr. de Unit. Eccleſiz. | 
onely affirm- 32. Laſtly, Whether perſons brought up in this 
_—_— they Schiſm, and tainted with theſe Errours, are not bound in 
in the riches Conſcience, as ſpeedily as they can (laying aſide all inte- 
' reſt and byaſsd affe&tion) to leek to be inſtructed in the 
Truth , and to return to the boſom of their Mother- 
Church , which is the Pillar and ground of Truth , 
againſt which the Powers of Hell ſhall never be permitted 


to prevail ? | 
i D 2 To 


UMI 


Ot, x &c, 


'O4. & 5+ 
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To make therefore a Recapitulation, 
I jay, 


F Man could not by any natural ways or means free 
himſelf from God's jult diſpleaſure, into which Sin 
had caſt him, but that a ſupernatural Grace was necel- 
ſary, as 2 means to obtain a ſupernatural end: if allo 
this ſupernatural Grace was purchaſed by the Merits of 
a Redeemer, and the price of his moſt precious Bloud 
who was both God and Man : And further, if this Re- 
deemer, having fully diſcharged the Debt, *would - not 
however have his Merits applied, or the/Delinguents 
freed, unlels they rendred themſelves capable of that 
diſcharge, by the performance of fome injunctions laid 
upon them : It neceſfarily follows, 

That if thoſe Injunions be not performed, the De- 
linquents have no juſt right to challenge a part in his 
Redemption, but lie {till under the laſh of his juſt Ven- 
geance. | 

But if one, and thatthe firſt, ofthele Injundtions be to 
have a right Faith in God, and Jeſus Chriſt his Son our 
Lord and Saviour, infomuch that without it, it will be 
impoſlible to pleaſe him, or to be faved: And if it 
neceſſary asto this bcliet in him, that we allo believe all 
the Truths revealed by him, when ſufficiently propoſed 
to us, as ſo revealed ; and that God has given: us his 
Prophets, Apoſtles, and Teachers, as extermal propoſers. 
of thoſe Truths, to whom. he has obliged us-to hearken: 
__—_ pain of eternal damnation ; it clearly alſo fol- 

WS, | 

. That they who do not believe in him, or deny any. 
of the Truths revealed by him, or refuſe to hearken to: 
theſe external propolers appointed by. him, are juſtly ex- 
cluded from any partinthat Redemprion. 

If theſe external Propoſers be the Patriarchs ,  Pro- 
phets, Apoſtles, Evangeliſts, Paſtors, and Teachers, per- 
lons co whom God has declared his Truths, with an 

obliga-- 
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obligation upon them to preach the ſame to others, and 
given them the gifts of Miracles as teſtimonies of their 
Mitkon, and of the truth of their Doctrine ; then they 
were certainly obligel to,anddid,take a ſecure, certain, 
and efficacious means to Jivulge thoſe Truths to their 
Poſterity ; and their Poſterity was obliged to ſubmit 
to thoſe Truths when fo divulged. 


If this ſecure, certain, and efficacious means was not 24, ro. 11- 
by writing onely, bur firſt by preaching , and then by 12: 


preaching and writing too ; it follows that: 

Alt perſons who heardthe Apoſtles preach, readtheir 
Writings,and ſaw their Miracles,were obliged to believe 
and give creditto them, And ſeeing theſe Truths were to 
be propagated to Poſterity, they alſo who did not hear 
the Apoltles preach, nor 1ce their Miracles (becauſethey 
lived un the next Age) but yet were ſufficiently inform'd 
of them by their Predeceſtors, were obliged to believe 
thoſetheir Predeceſſors, unanimouſly teſtifying the ſame, 
and practiſing it themſelves, and this from Age to Age; 
as allo they were obliged to believe thoſe Writings, 
when truly explicated ro them. 


But if thoſe Wricings contained in them ſeveral diffi- 9.2. & ſei 


cult places ; andif ſome perſons out. of pride, curioſity, 
and ignorance , were apt to miſinterpret them to their 
own damnation , and lead others with them into the 
fame precipice. And if again, neither the Originals of 
thoſe Writings be extant, nor all of them now remain- 
mg chat wereſo written ; if thetrue Catalogue of them -. 
be controverted, and the very words themſelves in dan- 
ger to be corrupted by the negligence of Tranſcribers, 
and ignorance of Tranſlators, we muſt cither (ay, 

That God has provided us ſome other efficacious 
means, 'both to know witch are thele Writings, whir 
words may be corrupted\"aitd which the true. meanin 


of thoſe words, ini things'neceſſaty either tothe lalvari- 
on of particulars, or 'highly conv<ment for the*govern- 
ment of the whole ; or-that he has nor left us a ſuffici- 
enthy4ccure meas to-come to thie kn&wiedge of tliole 
things, which notwicthſtzndim; he obliges us toknow and 
practice. K 


Du. 18. 


D419» 


Mat. 18. 20» 


"Name, he , wwll. be: in\the; 
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If to ſay the laſt be Blaſphemy , we muſt conclude 
that God has appointed ſome other means, and thoſe 
viſible and apparent to all , proportionable to the capa- 
Cities of all, furc and certain to all. 

But if no other means can be found ſecurely dictating 
to usthe ſence of thole controverted places of Scripture, 
but univerſal | written and unwritten |] Tradition from 
Fathers to Children, and from - Paſtors to People , not 
onely in one Age and place, butin all Ages and places, 
it muſt neceſſarily follow, 

That when this very Tradition it ſelf is controver- 
ted, ſome affirming it, and others denying it; there 
mult be a meansto decide this, which can be no other 
but the voice of the Church of that Age , ſpread over 
the face of the whole world, either unanimouſly agree- 
ing in one General Council, or yy of the 
whole; or elſe every particular Church making her 
National Deciſions , and ſending them to be confirmed 
and divulged by the Supream Head. 

But if even in thoſe General Aſſemblies there ſhould 
happen to be ſome of thoſe unſtable, and ignorant per- 
{ons, and others corrupted by them , (as certainly there 
will be in ſome Ageor other) we mult either ſay, 

That there muſt be ſome clear and efficacious means to 
know which arethey who thus prevaricate the Doctrine 
of Chriſt, &.condemn. them ; or. elſe God has been want- 
ing in neceſlaries, which to affirm, I ſay, is Blaſphemy. 

If therefore the moſt prudential natural motive we 
can find, be toadhere to, the ſentence. of the major part 
of thele Paſtors and Teachers, when confirmed by the 
ſupreme viſible Head ; how efficacious muſt that mo- 
tive be, when the promiſe of God is annexed thereto, 


(RE when: awe. ar hal tom together in bis 


of them: And it when 


two or three, much more'certainly when ſo many Pa- 


tors, and Teachers, the Repreſentatives of the whole 
Church, oh aouled in his Name, he having more- 
Over, promiled to, be with them t0.the end of the world 5 
and alaced us. tha 


ured us the Gates, or powers, of Hell ſhall not 


prevail 
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prevail againſs his Church; which is the Pillar and 
Ground of Truth. 

If then this manner of deciding Controverſies about 
matters of Faith, has been the univerſal practice of the 
Church in all Ages, I ſee no reaſon why it ſhould nog V+ 29: 21- 
be continued allo in ours. 

And if this way hath been taken,asitis manifeſt it has 9, ,, , 
in the Council of Trent , I know no reaſon why thele Ste Confideres 
tew Engliſh Biſhops who refuſce to appear in it, though tions on the 
invited , ſhould be heard betore ir; or the Do&rines —_ | 
which were condemned by it, and cenſured as here- _ FO 
tical , ſhould not be eſteemed as lawfully condem- 
ned, as any Hereſie that ever yet broke forth in the 
Church of God. 

But further, If theſe very Do&rines were not onely g, ,.., 
condemned by that Council, but by ſeveral others re. © FP 
ceived as General Councils by the then Biſhops, Paſtors, 
and People , of not onely England, France, Germany, 

Denmark, Swedland, and the Low-Countries, but allo of all 
the Weſtern Church, and moſt of them conſented to by 
the Eaſtern Biſhops ; and theſe Dodrines not onely be- 
lieved to be Doctrines delivered by the: Apoſtles,bur uni- 
verſally practiced both in the Eaſt and Weſt: And yet 
that there wasnot any uninterrupted ſucceflion of Biſhops 
or Paſtors to. be found contradicting thole Councils,oppo- 
ſing thoſe damnable practices, as they call them ( which 
practices are acknowledg'd to have been of a very anci- 
ent ſtanding, ſome above a thouſand years ) until Martin 
Liither in Germany, fobn Calvin in France, and Cranmey 
in England, except {uch as held other known Hereſies, for 
which (as wellas for theſe) they were lawfully condem- 
ned by thoſe aforeſaid Councils; and who had neither an 
uninterrupred deſcent nor ſucceflion. I ay,if theſe things 
be granted, (as I think no man of common Learning and 
Honeſty can deny them) what folly is it toadhere to theſe 
twoor three perſons | ſufficiently noted for theirextrava- 
gancies, both in manners and other Doctrines ] upon pre- 
tences of Goſpel-verities , when all thoſe Paſtors and 
Teachers in ſo many fore-going Ages and places, _ 
© 


UMI 
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ſo far from condemning them , that they praQiced 
them as Apoſtolical Truths, and condemned the contra- 
ry Tenets as heretical, 

Moreover, if a Proteſtant , being asked by a Roman 
 Catholick, whether he be infallibly certain , for exam- 
ple, that the Body and Bloud of Chriſt is not preſent 
under the appearance of Bread and Wine, that there is 
no Purgatory that it is unlawful to pray to Saints, ec. 
-or whether he dare pawn his Salvation upon the negative 
aſſertion, dare not be poſitive in his Anſwer, as neither 
having certain revelation nor demonſtration to the con- 
trary ; but will onely ſay, I may err, I may be miſta- 
ken, but I havereaſon to think there is none: I ſay, 
what madneſs will it be for fuch a man to run the ha- 
Zard of eternal damnation, upon no better grounds 
than, I think ſo , or my judgment tells me ſo : Or for 
others to follow blindfold ſuch fallible Guides, againſt 
ſuch clear, univerſal and conſtant Teſtimonics, and the 
unerring Authority of the Church. 

Laſtly, theſe things conſidered, how much does it be- 
hove all; rſons, who are deſirous to ſave their Souls, to 
ſek ſatisfaction in all theſe particulars , and offer daily 
this or the like Prayer to God, That he would dart a 
Ray of his Divine Light into their Souls , and by the 
infuſion of his Graces, free them from Errour and Igno- 
rance, whichare the efteds of Sin. 
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PRAYER 


God, thou who art infinite in all Perfefions, 

I thy moſt unworthy Servant here proſtrate at 

thy feet, beg pardon for all the Sins and Tranſgreſp- 

ons of my former life. I am (0 my God) heartily ſorry 

for them, becauſe by them I have offended thy moſt in- 
finite Goodneſs and Bounty. But ſeeing my ſorrow 
cannot be eſteemed true, unleſs I purpoſe to Torſake what 

T grieve to have committed, I do here make a full and 
hearty reſolution ( thy Grace aſſiſting me ) never 
wilfully to offend Thee more. Grant, O my Sove- 
raign Lord , that this my - Reſolution may be acce- 
ptable to thy Goodneſs , and through Uh Grace ac- 
compliſhed. But ſeeing thou haſt declared, that 
without Faith it is impoſſible to pleaſe Thee, I 
here with all humility, and from the bottom of 
my Soul, beg of Thee, who art the Father of 
Lights , and God of Truth, ſo to enlighten my 
Mind , that I may ſee thy Truth, and know what 
to believe aright; ſo to enflame my Afettions , 
that I may with Courage praftiſe what thou haſt 
taught me 0 believe ; and fo gue me ſach Aa per- 
fetual Aſſiſtance of " Graces , that 1 may never 
fall from thy true Faith and Love, but always 
E per- 
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erform thy Holy Will here , that I may perfec: 
pete 6.4 Ti hoy hereafter ; through our Told Ne. 
ſus Chriſt thy onely Son, who together with Thee 
and the Holy Ghoſt , liveth and reigneth One God 
world without end. Amen. 
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